Eastern Europe Report
News from the Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Romania & Slovakia

Eastern Europe

A new stage in the Lord’s move in Eastern Europe (EE) began early in 2001, when approxi​mately 50 saints migrated from the USA, Russia, and Taiwan to join the Lord’s work in the six countries. Before that time the main direction of the work in those countries had been to publish and dis​tribute the publications of the ministry. Since spring 2001 the more recent direc​tion has been to spread the Lord’s recovery by con​ducting a wide​spread distribution of the English Recovery Version (RcV) among university students in the six coun​tries. To date more than 19,000 copies of the RcV have been sent out, and requests are still coming in. A similar distribution of over 2000 copies of the Rus​sian RcV has been carried out in Germany, which is home to more than two million Russian immigrants. This has led to contact with a good number of seek​ing ones through follow-up seminars, personal visits, phone calls, and email. 

For the Lord’s present move in EE, brothers from the six countries met recently with represen​tatives of Rhema, Inc., regarding the free mass distribu​tion of selected titles by Watchman Nee and Witness Lee. At present we are seeking the Lord’s leading regarding the expansion of His work in EE through this impor​tant channel.

Slovakia

In Slovakia thus far about 4000 RcVs have gone out. Over 1,000 requests for Bible studies or for fur​ther contact have come in from college students located from one end of the country to the other. With only two couples here, we cannot shepherd all of them, but we can send the shepherding books to them.

We were joined recently by some coworkers from Budapest, Hungary, for four glorious days in Kosice (Koh-sheets-she), Slovakia. Two evening seminars were held with 20 attending on both nights. No one wanted to leave for one hour after the shar​ing was over. 

We spent time with Leo and Eva, a seeking couple who had been enjoying the ministry books and contacted us one year ago. In September  2001, Leo and six young brothers from his home group in Kosice attended a conference in Prague. They learned to exercise their spirit,  received much revelation through the speak​ing in the conference, and touched the fellowship of the Body of Christ. In November Leo and Eva attended the international conference in Warsaw. Now in their home group meetings they get into the RcV footnotes and are working on translating a number of the recovery hymns into Slovak. Leo and Eva want to go the full time training in Moscow.

Erwin is another seeking believer who has con​tacted us through reading the ministry books. He desires to attend the two-week training in London.

Our “third” seminar took place on the train on the way home to Bratislava. Seated across from us was a very dear young college student named Slavka. She had prayed that morning that the Lord would give her someone on the train to speak something to her that would help her follow the Lord. What a glorious work the Lord has brought us into!

Romania

Following the pattern in Russia, we are burdened to raise up a solid lampstand in Bucharest and at the same time take care of the 7000 RcV recipients scat​tered throughout the country. The RcV reci​pients are being invited to monthly seminars, where we offer free ministry books to help bring them into this min​istry. We also encourage them to group together on their own to listen to selected audio tapes of the min​istry translated into the Romanian language. These groups are then visited every month by the coworkers. 

Recently, in Timisoara, a major city in Eastern Romania, we mailed out invitations to a seminar and also handed out 5,000 invitations the day before. As a result, instead of the expected 80 attending, there were 164. One man left his home at 4:00 a.m. and traveled 30 miles on his bicycle. Before the regular seminar presentation of the RcV and some of the ministry books, we gave a gospel message. Every attendee stood up to pray, including a number of apparent ex-commu​nists. 

In Bucharest the majority of the coworkers are spending about 20 hours a week endeavoring to prac​tice the God-ordained way in 15-20 home meetings weekly. We also visit students in their dormitories as well as people in the neighborhoods where we live. Our next step is to start gathering the ones we are caring for in the homes into group meetings for their perfecting. This year our goal for the church in Bucharest is to increase the number of saints from 30 to 79 and to raise up 5 more churches in Romania, bringing the number to 15.

Hungary

In Hungary we have distributed RcV request cards mainly in six cities, but replies have flooded in from over 370 cities and villages and from several other countries. Over 300 in Hungary have indi​ca​ted that they desire further contact and a Bible study.

During the winter holidays there was a religious gathering in Budapest of 70,000 young people from all over Europe, among whom we distributed over 6000 RcV coupons in five hours. As a result, we have received responses from stu​dents from many different countries. We continue to distribute coupons here in Budapest and to meet with some who have requested our visits. We pray the Lord will make us so sen​sitive to what He is doing in the care of all these pre​cious young people.

A 30-year-old brother from just outside Budapest, who has been fellowshipping with us since July 2001, has recently left his denomination and last week resigned his job. He wants to pursue the Lord and is seeking His leading.

Germany

In October and November 2001 Russian RcV seminars were held in Nürnberg, Berlin, and Düsseldorf, representing southern, eastern, and western Germany. A total of 107 attended from 41 localities. 

In February 2002 the first of the smaller follow-up seminars began in southern Germany in the dis​trict around Nürenberg in the cities of Nürenberg, Ulm, and Mannheim. The seminars stressed the Bible as the word of truth and as the word of life, with particular attention given to the Gospel of John. 

On February 9 a follow-up seminar was held in Berlin for eastern Germany. There was a surprise turnout with 30 present, almost twice as many as we had anticipated. This was mainly due to the tele​phone contact of the coworkers.
The final seminars of this series will be con​ducted in late February in convenient locations for those who attended the initial Düsseldorf seminar.

At each seminar many of the attendees lingered for fellowship with the coworkers, sometimes over an hour. Many expressed a desire for more seminars and personal fellowship. A good number of minis​try books were purchased.

Czech Republic

On January 18 a mini-conference was held in Brno. Two brothers in Brno were very burdened to bring the scattered saints into the ministry and to establish the church life there. They them​selves made all the arrangements for hospitality and a meeting place and invited the coworkers from Prague to come and take care of the confer​ence. 47 local saints attended, an amazing increase from six saints at the conference last April. Praise the Lord! The saints are now calling on the Lord, exercising their spirit, and practicing mutual​ity.

On January 24 six co-workers went to Ostrava to put up posters and distribute coupons for free RcVs on university campuses. The next evening at a gath​ering of 52 local saints, we shared God’s complete salvation and gave testimonies of practi​cal experi​ences. After the meeting many purchased the minis​try books. 

Poland

We are encouraged with new developments in the work here. We regularly shepherd several students who have been saved, and we have regular con​tact with some who are not yet saved.

A large rental house has been secured near several universities. This house is very convenient for caring for university students and will also be useful for the blending of the church in Warsaw. 

The participation of the local saints with us in the labor of the gospel is very encouraging. We feel this is crucial both for the effectiveness of the work and the health of the church.

There is also now a burden to send workers out monthly to visit other localities in Poland.

Initial steps have been taken to have a “Life-Study of the Bible” radio program in Polish. For the radio program as well as many other aspects of the work here, there is a great need for trans​lators.

Reminders to Pray:

· Shepherding of the seeking RcV recipients.

· The best way to distribute free ministry publica​tions in Eastern Europe

· EE college students to attend the European College Conference in Wales, 24 March.

· Opening of the book fare in Budapest, Hungary, to the ministry publications.
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